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come from the west of Europe/ India will never become
civilized, at least not in the European sense of the term.
And with righteous indignation, Gobineau refers the
reader to two forms of national and religious degenera-
tion. First comes Buddhism. Where exactly Gobineau,
gathered his information about Buddhism from, is indeed
a riddle of nineteenth-century academic scholarship. He
frequently refers to Burnoufs Introduction to the His-
tory of Indian Buddhism. But in vain shall we look there
for corroborating statements for Gobineau's extraordinary
evaluation of Buddhism. According to him. Buddhism is
nothing but a degenerated kind of Hinduism, the best
proof, he says, of what happens to a rational theory when
it becomes popularized and 'undertakes moral an<l social
responsibility for the guidance of the people* Only the
lowest castes have taken to Buddhism and while 4Brah-
manism represented in India the true supremacy of the
white principle . the Buddhists tried, on the contrary, a
reformation of the inferior castes.* When it comes to art
Gobineau is BOt less outspoken. Brought up as all his
contemporaries on the principles of reason and order which
they thought they had found in Greek art, he violently
repudiated the fanciful and imaginative mythological art
of India. Only he was not 'afraid* of if, as Goethe had
been* He ruthlessly destroyed all the illusions and
dreams of the romantics. His frame of reference is the
western world and Christianity; his conclusions, as usual,
are based on his own racial 'discoveries': 'Hellenism and
the Catholic Church', he exclaims, 'could very well dis-
pense with ugliness when they depicted subjects which
yet were not less metaphysical than the more complicated
dogmas of the Hindus, the Assyrians, the Egyptians.* Not